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OBITUARY. 



FERDINAND DE LESSEPS. 



M. de Lesseps died at his home of La Chenaie, on 
the '7th of December, at the age of 89 years. 

He was born at Versailles Nov. 19, 1805, and was 20 
years old when he entered public life in the consulate 
at Lisbon. Thence he was transferred to Tunis, and a 
year later to Alexandria, where he remained till 1838, 
when he was appointed Consul at Rotterdam. 

In 1839 ne was removed to Malaga, and three years 
later to Barcelona, where he remained till the Govern- 
ment of the Republic sent him as Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to Madrid. Charged in 1849 w i tn a special mis- 
sion to the Roman Republic, M. de Lesseps had the 
independence and courage to report to his Government, 
not what he was expected to find, but what he found. 
He was recalled ; and he made no further attempt to 
pursue a diplomatic career. 

The idea of a canal between the Mediterranean and 
the Red Sea, conceived during his residence in Egypt 
and never abandoned, now took full possession of his 
mind. 

The story of the next twenty years, closed by the 
inauguration of the Suez Canal in November, 1869, is 
familiar to the world ; but it is not always remembered 
as it should be, that if ever a great enterprise could be 
called the work of one man, the Suez Canal was from 
the beginning to the end the work of Ferdinand de 

53i 



582 Obituary. 

Lesseps. From the very outset he encountered ridi- 
cule and indifference and determined hostility, but his 
resources of faith and energy were not to be exhausted 
and, one after another, he bore down all the obstacles 
in his way. Nothing can dim the splendour of his 
achievement ; and the calamity of his later years de- 
serves the respectful sympathy of mankind. 



